The Bloody Assize
Guildhall, and the Exchange. James had a penchant for these
ghoulish incidents of terrorism, though in this case he had
not the political excuse that such cruelties were committed
for the education of ignorant Dissenters. The Alderman
had lived, as he died, "a Protestant in the communion of the
Church of England/5 and a little forethought might have
shown the King that it was not wise to warn the members of
that Church what the discipline of a Catholic king would be
when the time was ripe for the total extinction of all pestilent
heresy.
This good man died for the cause of English liberty, as
Sidney and Russell had died before him. His body was
mutilated and his head was placed over the Guildhall, but
out of belated courtesy, or perhaps as was more customary
for value received, the quarters of his corpse were delivered
to his executors for burial in the Church of St Lawrence.
It is said that King James afterwards expressed the view that
" he believed that he had hard measure," but I confess that
the King's afterthoughts in exile have never seemed to me
worthy of very serious attention.
And on the same day that this was enacted in the City, a
still more terrible tragedy was carried out at Tyburn.
Elizabeth Gaunt had spent her last hours on Tuesday evening
in Newgate writing to her friends*   Her resignation and the
faith she expresses are typical of the woman's sincerity.
" Not knowing," she writes, " whether I should be suffered
or able, because of my weaknesses that are upon me through,
my hard and close imprisonment, to speak at the place of
execution, I write these few lines, to signify I am well recon-
ciled to the way of my God towards me, though it be in ways
I looked not for, #nd by terrible things, yet in righteous-
ness; for having given me life, he ought to have the disposing
of it, when and how he pleaseth to call for it; and I desire
to offer up my all to him, it being but my reasonable service;
and also the first terms that Christ offers, that he that will be
his disciple must forsake all and follow him."
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